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Central Region Spring Conference 
April 21-22 were the dates for the Central Region Spring Conference in Springfield, IL.  The fun started with the 

golf outing on Friday and a dinner Friday Evening.  Saturday morning was the meeting part of the conference 

with Regional Director, Deb Griest, (first picture, left), followed by National President, Eric Oschwald, with the 

national news, and some words from new Executive Director, Jay Laurens, (pictures, 2 and 3).  At 11am we 

headed down the street to the Harley-Davidson dealership where the Springfield club arranged an AmTryke 

giveaway of 7 trikes.  The little girl in purple in the top row loved her new AmTryke!  This event was in coordina-

tion with the dealership’s Blessing of the Bikes and they also blessed the AmTrykes.  The first picture in the 

bottom row, left, shows some of the recipients waiting for the blessing.  Next, it was back to the conference cen-

ter for lunch and AmTryke training by Al Bedell, (second from left, bottom row).  That evening, Eric and Ann 

Oschwald hosted this rowdy group at their great home in the country.  During the evening, the Big Hat Auction 

was held.  GCC member, Larry Windingland, (third picture, bottom row), started us off with a definition of 

“charity” in the hope that everyone would open their wallets for the auction items.  Each chapter was asked to 

donate an item for auction.  Our chapter asked member, Roger Adams, to build and engrave a box and fill it 

with alcohol, (last picture bottom row).  This item brought in $250 and the total auction raised almost $2,800!  

We thank Susie Jackson and other members of the host chapter who made this happen! 
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2017-2018 Officers 
The election was held on April 11th and your Board of Directors for 
2017-2018 are: 
 President—Roger Adams 

President Elect—Ray Griest 
Secretary—Sally Denhart 
Treasurer—Elaine Windingland 
Big Hat President—Andrea Betzler 
Sargent-At-Arms—Mary Jane Jenkins 
New Board Member—Bob Lacey (two-year term) 
New Board Member—Kyle Moe (two-year term) 
Returning Board Member—Scott Price 
Returning Board Member—Keith Jamieson 

Splinters 
from the 
Board 
The Board of Directors met on 

April 26th at Za’s on North Neil 

Street in Champaign.   Action 

items were: 

Donations to Other Groups. The 

chapter will continue our support 

of  the MDA via “Bunny’s Bash”. 

Our usual donation is $400. 

Other Actions 
AMBUCS Park. Scott Price at-

tended a meeting of the Urbana 

Park District about the next round 

of improvements to the Park.  Big 

bucks will be needed so please 

see Scott if you can help. ☺ 

 

 

 

 
 

April 30—Potbelly Stove Fundraiser 
May 10—Cycling/AmTryke Event 
May 23—Awards and Installation 
June 19—Golf Outing Fundraiser 
October 21-23—National Conference 

Ramp Build 
On the first weekend in April we began our 

ramp building season.  Twelve AMBUCS and 

friends built a 40 foot flat and ramp on a mo-

bile home in Mahomet.  This build presented 

a challenge because of the existing porch 

and steps which needed to be removed be-

fore we could 

build.  The tim-

ing had to be exactly right; the steps had to be 

removed the morning of the build.  Any earlier 

and the owner would not be able to get out of 

his home.  The next challenge was the concrete 

slab under the porch and steps.  Finally, it was 

a long distance 

from the door to 

the car parking pad 

and would have complicated the build.  Our 

ramp build leader, Ray Griest, arranged with 

the mobile home park to pour a short concrete 

link from the end of the ramp to the parking 

pad.  This made our job 12 feet easier.  Thanks 

to all who helped that day!  (Pictures: Top left, 

at the beginning.  The pile of the old porch and 

steps can be seen at the right.  Above left, the finished ramp.  At right, most 

of the building crew.) 

Big Hat Baseball Trip 
Don Dunlap is arranging a trip to Cincinnati for a baseball game between the 

Reds and the Chicago Cubs. The trip will be to the June 30 evening game.  

Cost is not firm, but could be somewhere around $150. This includes tickets to 

the game, food and drink, and inside viewing.  Contact Don if you want to join 

the trip.  You do not have to be a Big Hatter to attend. 
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Speaker: Joshua Jessup, Champaign Fireman 
No, there was not a fire at Urbana Gardens on April 4th, but we 

still had a visit from a fireman.  Joshua Jessup came to talk with 

us about all the things the Champaign Fire Department do be-

sides fight fires and about some of the fires that have happened.  

There were four fatal fires in Champaign County last year.  Three 

out of five fire deaths are in homes without working smoke 

alarms.  Sometimes the owners don’t put batteries in the detec-

tors; sometimes they forget to change them.  In one sad case, 

the child of the home took the battery out to use in his video 

game.  Smoke alarms are cheap protection for your life.  The 

Champaign Fire Department has events every year where they give away fire alarms and help owners 

install them.  There are also options for people with hearing impairments such as flashing lights by day 

and “bed shakers” by night.  The Champaign Fire Dept. is rated number 1 by the ISO, (Insurance Ser-

vice Office) rating agency. 

Speaker: Nichole Millage, Paralympian  
When Nichole Millage was a young girl going to school at Centennial in 

Champaign, she played a couple of sports, mainly softball and volley-

ball.  When she was 21 she was in a boating accident that caused her 

to loose her left leg below the knee.  She thought sports were over for 

her but she found her place in “Sitting Volleyball”.  In this sport, the 

players must sit on the floor and hit the ball from there.  If they lift their 

butts off the floor it’s a foul.  Also, no pads because that would make 

them taller and height is a plus in Sitting Volleyball, too.  She ended up 

on the US Paralympic team and in the games in 2008, Nichole and the 

team lost the final match to China and were out.  In 2012, in London, 

the US team brought home a Silver Medal.  Third time was the charm, 

and in Rio last fall the US team was victorious to win the Gold!  Who 

did they beat?  China! 

Nichole showed us her medal and told us that each medal is hollow and has beads inside so that hear-

ing impaired athletes can hear them.  Each medal, Gold, Silver, and Bronze have a different sound so 

that athletes can tell them apart.  Thanks for allowing us to touch your Gold Medal, Nichole!  Keep on 

spiking! 

Awards and Officer Installation Dinner  
On May 23, 5:30pm, come to the Italian Patio for dinner and our annual Awards and Officer Installation.  

Last year, the dinner was family style and delicious.  At this yearly dinner, we pledge our help and sup-

port to our officers as they take on their new duties.  Don’t miss this one! 
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Winning Chances 

4/4/17—50/50: $12 to Ray 

Griest; Attendance: $21 

could have been won by Ja-

son Betzler but he was not 

present. 

4/11/17—50/50: $12 to Larry 

Windingland; Attendance: 

$47 could have been won by 

Kathy Harvey but she was not 

present. 

4/18/17—50/50: $10 to Jean 

Gothead. Attendance: $63 

went to Bob Lacey 

4/25/17—50/50: $8 to Larry 

Windingland; Attendance: 

$16 also went to Larry. 

AmTryke Build 
Twelve AMBUCS and friends came to the C-U Woodshop Supply in 

Champaign to assemble four AmTrykes of various sizes.  The location was 

made available by GCC member and President Elect, Roger Adams.  He had four tables 

set up and ready to go when AmTryke Coordinator, Scott Price, arrived at 5pm with the trike boxes.  

Others arrived and the build got in full swing right away.  The trikes were assembled and the volunteers ready 

to leave by 6:30.  Scott Price floated between the tables answering questions and making adjustments.   

There was lots of laughter and sharing of tools.  In the end all four AmTrykes sat ready for their riders. 

Thanks to all who came out to help, to Roger for providing the location, to Scott for bringing and taking back 

the trikes, and to Elaine Windingland who took the boxes to DSC for recycling.  Good job! 

Urbana Park District Event 
On May 10th, the Urbana Park District and the Champaign Cycling 

Club will host an event in Meadowbrook Park.  Our chapter will have 

a booth and hope to have several past AmTryke recipients show off 

their trikes.  Please see Frank Thomas to volunteer at this event. 

Member News 
Did you know one of our newest members is a twin?  Jeanie Go-

thard says that her sister is the pretty one. 

When he wasn’t towing cars, Don Dunlap was training for the Illinois 

Half-Marathon.  Don started at 6:15am on race day and finished two 

hours and 55 minutes later.  Yea, Don!  And Bud Mesker’s two 

sons were also in the marathon. 

National Conference Pins: Larry Windingland has pins for sale for 

$5 each.  Get them now and wear them in October. 

Question for Fall Branding Time: We didn’t bring in any new mem-

bers for Spring Roundup.  Boo.  So, what would motivate YOU to 

bring in a new member?  Please share your thoughts with any of-

ficer.  Thanks! 


