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Awards & Installation Dinner 
The chapter members got together at the Italian Patio in Champaign 

on May 24th.  The dinner was served family style with spaghetti and 

meatballs, fettuccini, and lasagna. After eating, President Frank 

Thomas thanked all the members for their good work and stated that 

as a first-time president he didn’t know what to do.  Good thing the 

members are a well-oiled machine that all know their tasks and made 

things easy for him.  “They really show what ‘Shoulders Together’ 

means!”  Frank went on to name this year’s award winners. 

Nikki Kopmann was given the Community Connection Award for all 

her hard work getting speakers for each of our lunch meetings.  Nikki 

has lots of contacts from her job at Developmental Services Center 

and also took suggestions from other members. 

Frank named Mary Lou Younger as his Visibility Award winner for her tireless work on the decorations for 

each chapter event and especially the Christmas decorations in AMBUCS Park. 

Next came Project Manage of the Year which went to Don Dunlap for his work on the Cash Bash.  This was a 

slightly different event from our Charity Dinner but brought in almost as much money. 
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Finally, Frank named Scott Price as AMBUC of the Year for his work on AmTrykes and all the extra charity 

work he does with his One-to-One mentoring and his church ministries. 

Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to Frank Thomas for his work as president! 

Next, Regional Director, Deb Griest took over and performed the installation of new Chapter President, Roger 

Adams.  Roger’s year will officially start on June 1st but he performed his first duty by presenting Past  

 

 

 

 
 
 

June 5—AmTryke build 
June 15—Potbelly Fundraiser 
June 19—Golf Outing Fundraiser 
September 23—Scarecrow Festival 
October 21-23—National Conference 
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President, Frank Thomas, with his presidential award.  

Deb took the lead again to install the other officers and ask 

the members to pledge to help the new officers to do their 

job.  Inducted were: President Elect—Ray Griest, Secre-

tary—Sally Denhart, Treasurer—Elaine Windingland, Big 

Hat President—Andrea Betzler, Sargent-At-Arms—Mary 

Jane Jenkins, New Board Member—Bob Lacey (two-year 

term), New Board Member—Kyle Moe (two-year term), 

Returning Board Member—Scott Price, Returning Board 

Member—Keith Jamieson. 

Please  give your support and help to this new Board of 

Directors!  Thanks to all for their service! 

Splinters 
from the 
Board 
The Board of Directors met on 

May 31st at Za’s on North Neil 

Street in Champaign.   Action 

items were: 

The chapter will continue to list our 

therapists, 7 of them,  as friends to 

make sure they get the National 

newsletter. 

We will give 3 scholarships to 

Parkland College next semester. 

We will not be participating in the 

4th of July Parade. 

Visibility Month Declared 
On May 30th, the mayors of the twin towns of Champaign and Urbana at-

tended our lunch to declare the month of May as AMBUCS Visibility Month!  

The mayors also spent a few minutes tell-

ing us the latest things going on in our two 

cities.  They work closely together and 

also with the University of Illinois, some-

times called our “third city”. 

 

The Urbana mayor, Diane Marlin, has only 

been on the job for four weeks but says 

she is still smiling.  There are many issues 

facing the city of Urbana including road maintenance, tax status for a huge 

employer, Carle Clinic and Hospital, and what to do with the old Lincoln Ho-

tel. 

 

Champaign mayor, Deb Feinen, faces similar challenges in her city and also 

the problem of coming up with a balanced budget, increasing revenue 

stream, and finding a way to reduce property crimes which have been in-

creasing lately. 

 

We thank the mayors for all their work and visiting with us that day! 
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Speakers: Rick Weibel & Terri Nally 
Did you know that there is an Urban Gardens here in Champaign?  Rick 

and Terri run the gardens and it is all organic.  They have a produce stand 

on south Prospect Avenue just north of Curtis Road that operates on the 

honor system.  They tried having a person at the stand but it was not cost 

effective.  People in Champaign-Urbana are very honest so they make 

more money with this system than they did with paying someone to be 

there.  The Gardens have moved into the modern age, too, as they allow 

online payment via PayPal and others.  

They make their own compost for the gar-

den and use raised beds for the produce.  Tilling the soil disturbs the ecosystem 

of the soil so raised beds keep that intact.  Adding new compost every year also 

makes for healthier plants.  They also bare more fruit.  They use drip hoses to 

put water directly on the ground which gets to the roots quicker.  Micro-greens 

are available in early spring before other produce begins to bare.  Micro-greens 

are different from sprouts in that they have 40% more nutrients.  The Gardens 

are a family affair with each member having their own jobs.  Rick and Terri lead 

the effort and are learning more every year.  Their ultimate goal is to teach people about the big picture and how 

good food is essential.  

AmTryke Alums 
The Urbana Park District and the cycling club, hosted an event at 

Meadowbrook Park on May 10th.  The event was held before a moon-

light ride through the park for their members.  Bicycle vendors were present as 

were a couple of other groups.  There was a band playing music and people were relaxing 

in the park.  President Frank Thomas invited our previous recipients of AmTrykes to attend to allow 

their children to join in the ride or start earlier on their own.  Four of our guests came out and leader Scott Price 

was there to allow an adult to try out one of our trikes. It was an opportunity to increase our visibility in the com-

munity. 



4 

Winning Chances 

5/2/17—50/50: $12 to Mary 

Jane Jenkins; Attendance: 

$23 went to Andy 

VanEngelenburg 

5/9/17—50/50: $8 to Sally 

Denhart; Attendance: $15 

should have been won by 

Candice Ziegler but she was 

not present. 

5/16/17—50/50: $10 to Bud 

Mesker. Attendance: $35 

could have been won by The-

resa Adams but she was not 

present. 

5/23/17—50/50: $8 to Bob 

Lacey; Attendance: $50 

could have been won by 

Nelda Shaw but she was not 

present. 

5/30/17—50/50: $11 to Leah 

Rood, granddaughter of Larry 

and Elaine Windingland; At-

tendance: $69 could have 

been won by Bob Lacey but 

he was not present. 

Potbelly Fundraiser 
We continue to have a small fundraiser 

at Potbelly Sandwich Shop about once 

per month.  To get any money from the 

shop, we need to have at least 200 

people come in and buy something.  

Usually that is easy with the good 

weather and students on campus. But 

on June 15th, the students will be gone 

so we’ll need to work extra hard to get 

our family and friends to come in for a sandwich.  Please be sure to tell 

everyone and share on social media.  We’ve been able to buy a couple 

of AmTrykes with the money raised at these fundraisers. 

 

Member News 
It is with a sad heart that we must report the loss of Kim VanEngelen-

burg’s grandmother.  Our sympathies go out to her and her family. 

 

On Volunteering 
As our Chapter starts a new fiscal year, it’s a good time to reflect on 

what volunteering really means.  To us there are few things better than 

seeing the happy smile of a child who rides their very own AmTryke for 

the first time and knowing this gift will also help them physically and 

mentally.  It’s also wonderful to see the realization on the face of an 

adult when they know that some of their lost independence and control 

has come back into their hands. It warms the heart to see a home-

bound person come down a ramp with no one having to help them.  

Those are the moments we work for and why members love to see the 

AmTryke give aways and build the ramps. 

Volunteering means more than those moments, though.  It’s also about working the fund raisers, organizing 

them, paying the bills, ordering the AmTrykes, keeping members up-to-date on Chapter activities, stocking and 

cleaning the AmTryke and ramp trailers, keeping up with the latest items from National, being good stewards of 

the money we earn, and all the other things that keep an organization running strong and well.  They’re not the 

sexy jobs, not the high profile jobs, but they are essential.  Without individuals to set up and take the reins our 

Chapter would soon fall by the wayside. 

Please thank the new board members and project leaders for their willingness to lead and all they do!  And 

please continue to help whenever they ask.  It’s all part of being a volunteer. 


