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THE BUCSHOT 

Chapter Social 
On February 9th Fun Committee chair Laura Gibbs arranged for 

the members and family to meet at Giordano’s Pizza at the mall in 

north Champaign.  This is a relatively new pizza place and it has a 

back room that can be used for parties like this.  Giordano’s has 

both deep dish and thin crust pizza.  They also have killer salads, 

one with a honey and mustard dressing that is to die for. 

Around 20 members and their families attended and enjoyed the 

great food and drinks.  Thanks to Laura for organizing this! 

 

 

 

 

March 4—Cash Bash Fundraiser 
March 16—Potbelly Stove Fundraiser 
April 11—Election of Officers 
April 21-22—Spring Conference 
June 19—Golf Outing Fundraiser 
October 21-23—National Conference 
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Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
Fundraiser 
Member and Chairperson of the Board, Andrea 

Betzler, continues to arrange for a display at 

Potbelly Sandwich Shop on the campus of the 

University of Illinois.  We are bringing in almost 

$200 for each event.  With the weather getting 

nicer more and more people are coming out and 

stopping by our booth.  Come on out and have 

some great food!  We’re trying to work out a 

date for an AmTryke giveaway at the shop.  

Stay tuned! 
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March Fundraiser—Cash Bash 
March 4th will be the Cash Bash at the Elks Club in Savoy, behind Old Or-

chard Lanes.  Volunteers are still needed for the card games and the 50/50 

raffles.  All the raffle tickets are sold but there are a few dinner tickets left.  

Hope to see you all there! 

Slate of Officers 
April 11th will be the GCC AMBUCS Election of Officers.  The slate must be 

published to all members twice so this is your first warning.  We thank all the 

current officers for their service and appreciate the new officers willingness 

to serve!  Roger Adams will be our next President; the rest must be elected. 

President Elect—Ray Griest 
Secretary—Sally Denhart 
Treasurer—Elaine Windingland 
Big Hat President—Andrea Betzler 
Sargent-At-Arms—Mary Jane Jenkins 
New Board Member—Bob Lacey (two-year term) 
New Board Member—Kyle Moe (two-year term) 
 

Scott Price and Keith Jamieson will remain on the board to complete their 

two-year term.  Nikki Kopmann and Larry Windingland will complete their 

two-year terms with this election.  Current President, Frank Thomas, will 

become Chairman of the Board. 

 

As always, if anyone would like to also run for one of these offices you can 

request to be put on the slate.  See Frank Thomas. 

Visit By Eric Oschwald 
Current National AMBUCS President, Eric Oschwald, stopped by to visit our 

chapter on February 14th.  Eric 

told us about a new AmTryke 

coming out soon called the Tad-

pole.  One hundred have been 

ordered and are on the ocean 

and coming our way.  The ap-

proximate cost will be $400/trike.  

National now has a MOU 

(Memorandum of Understand-

ing), with the Veterans Admin-

istration allowing us to work with 

veterans groups.  Eric stated that we have 5 new chapters this year and 

expect to have 4-5 more by the end of the year.  He also told us about pro 

golfer, Eric Speech, who takes children off the Wish List every year and has 

been generous with his donations.  We thank Eric for coming by! (Pictured 

on the left with President Frank Thomas.) 

Splinters 
from the 
Board 
The Board of Directors met on 

March 1st at Za’s on North Neil 

Street in Champaign.  The regular 

meeting date was changed be-

cause of members being unable to 

attend.  Action items were: 

Approval of the 2017 budget. 

National changed their directive 

about fiscal years for chapters.  

Elaine Windingland gave the 

Board new copies of the same 

budget she created before.  Only 

the fiscal year date had changed. 

New Officers. We are still in 

need of a President Elect to fill out 

the slate.  Frank Thomas will talk 

with more members. (Filled since 

this writing.) 

Mileage Reimbursement.  The 

board set the amount to $0.535 

per mile. 

Other Actions 
In The Park…  

Bash Pepper Roofing put a new 

roof on the Band Stand at the 

park. 
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Speaker: Mike Jenkins, Salt & Light Ministries 
Mike Jenkins, son of Mary Jane Jenkins, came to our February 21st 

meeting to tell us about Salt & Light Ministries.  Mike has been full-

time there for the last 8 years.  He started out doing 1-on-1 financial 

counseling, then was promoted to Director of the Food and Clothing 

Pantry.  This is the largest food pantry in Champaign-Urbana.  They 

serve food to families in the pantry on Wednesdays and people 

start lining up at 7am, no matter what the weather.  Recipients  

must sign up first and provide documentation that they do need the 

help before receiving food.  In the past, a lot of the food was donat-

ed and sometimes it was not very good.  Volunteers needed to 

check the food and make sure it was fit to eat before putting it in the 

baskets.  Due to good fundraising, they now can purchase more of the food and it is of better quality.  They 

have opened the pantry to the public and volunteers can now work at the store to earn credit to buy the food.  

The public have started supporting this effort, so much so that Salt & Light will be opening a new store soon 

with 50,000 square feet of storage and sales space.  The public is encouraged to come and shop.  The people 

who need help will be working to earn it.  The project will use their talents and train them in other skills while 

they earn credits in the store.  The ministry also takes items for resale including clothing.  They will even take 

soiled and damaged clothing and ship it out for recycling.  The ministry earns a few dollars for this clothing and 

ships about 40,000 pounds each month.  Thanks, Mike, for stopping by! 

Speaker: Ginger McKee, 
Cunningham Children’s 
Home 
Ginger McKee stopped by on February 28th to speak with us 

about Cunningham Children’s Home.  She was already familiar 

with AMBUCS since she worked for Service Pro, one of our golf 

sponsors, and did work with the Danville Chapter.  She also 

worked for Wolfram Research and knew a man there for whom we 

built a ramp.  He was very grateful for our part in helping him 

maintain his mobility. 

Ginger told us a story about a neighbor who poured new concrete at his home.  The neighbor boy came over 

and put his feet in the concrete.  When the man found out he was angry but the boy’s mother said that, “We 

must love the boy!”.  The man responded that he did love the boy in abstract but not in concrete.  Ginger’s 

point was that people are not always easy to love in the concrete.  The children who come to Cunningham’s 

are not always easy to love but the staff is there for just that. The children coming in need a safe place to heal 

from mental abuse, physical abuse, and neglect.  Some of them bring health problems with them, too, so heal-

ing is needed for all parts of the being.  Currently they serve about 350 kids with 60 who are in residence.  The 

rest come in for help at different times.  They also have some special foster parents who are willing to help 

kids who need extra care day and night.  The agency will be breaking ground on a new building in 2018.  This 

will allow them to have more children as residents.  We wish Ginger good luck with the new building. 
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Winning Chances 

2/7/17—50/50: $12 to Sally 

Denhart; Attendance: $179 to 

Bud Mesker but he was not 

present. 

2/14/17—50/50: $9 to Larry 

Windingland; Attendance: 

$197 went to Steve Gibbs! 

2/21/17—50/50: $9 to Scott 

Price. Attendance: $20 to 

Arlie Saldeen 

2/28/17—50/50: $10 to Nikki 

Komann; Attendance: $20 to 

Steve Gibbs 

What’s Up With You? 
Listen carefully people.  Someone this month prayed that our …”Cash 

Bash is a great excess.” 

Member News 
We’re a busy group of people but nothing was overheard by this re-

porter.  Come on people!  Speak louder. 


